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Consisrine of thoſe Ts meet at Aſhford, 3 e 
' hurfi, Smurden, Tenterden,  Folkflone, BeſſeP's 
Green, and Chatham, in KenT; and at Battle . | 
Rye, © Rotherfield, Wivelsfield, Lewes, 1 | 

: | belmfln, and Handerofs, 1 in SUSSEX. : 


ais rainine the important Doctrines of Three ans 
© Perſons in the Divine Efſence—Eternal, and Perſonal Elec- 
tion to Hotineſs here, aud Eternal Life hereafter— The F 
ori iginal Guilt and. Depravity of Mankind Particular Re- 
demption—Fige Juſtification, by the imputed Righteouſ- 
4 neſs of Chri 
15 and the perſe 


ce of the Saints to eternal Glory. i 5 
ASSEMBLED AT CHAT WAN: © 


3 . 1 2 


\ T7 be ath and 51h Days of June, 179: | Cs 8 . a | , 
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<4 BR BN AAP BY Ges coat + 
„% TESA 5 
RE Meſſengers of the Churches met at four o clock: 

1 the 423 Hymn in Rippon's Selection was ſung and 
Brother Knott prayed. The names of the Meſſengers were 


+. then called over, and Brother Middleton was, choſen Modera- 
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ee Grace in Regeneration, 3 


_ 7 £4) 

| lor, . Brother Kal, Scribe. The Moderator read 
1 the Preliminaries of the Aſſociation, and then called for 
the Letters of the reſpective Churches, which were alſo 


_ read; in which it appeared that the Churches at Tenterden 
aud at smarden were deſtitute of Paſtors. 


The Church at Bazele having avowed the error of Unizerſal 

5 was, it was agreed that the ſaid Church ſhonld be 

ſeparated from Wb" En, which was * 
Os - | 


The 8 proxed: and adjourned the as at 
5 five clock. et» ; 


| "Public worſhip webs at ſeven dk and was 3 
in the following manner Sung, Rippon, 427 Brother 
Bister prayed.— Brother Middleten preached from Hab. iii. 2. 
6 Lord, revive thy work in the. midft of the years, —Sung 

EF _ op —Brother Copping 1 8 in Prayers 


54 "A Bia from fifteen gane announcing that hey had 
1 withdrawn from the Church at Battle z read, declaring 
wr difbelief of the Univerſal Reſtora 


Ic PD of Devils and 
len from Hell, and -defiring advice all help of the Af. 
£ ſociated Churches. Agreeed that the = Rey do re- 
ee t this caſe to their 1 Churches. 1 
5 | @ i 8 $21: 7 wn 5 8 1 
| ) ©: 
THE Meſſengers met at ſix o'clock, and the following 
bay.” Brethren engaged in prayer; Fine, Finn, Pope, and Stace. | 


_ 


The Circular Letter, which. Brother Knorr had been ap- 
pPaointed to draw up, was read, 4/4450 and 'orcleroTto be 
R e e e e 


be Moder tor ednet £74 D Afembly adjourned - 


| Public 


1 E 1 
Public worſhip began at half paſt ten o'clock, and was 
conducted in the following manner: — Brother Atavood read 
the fir/t Chapter of Paul's Epiſtle to the Pbilippians — Sung, 
Kippon, 254. Brother Aiauobd prayed. —Sung, Matis, II. 
105. Brother Purdy prayed. Sung; Matis, T4 36 
Brother Copping preached from P/al. Ixxxvi. 17. Shewo 
ne à token for good, —Sung, Rippon, Recent Brother 
Humphrey concluded in prayer. | 


It was agreed that the annual Faff- day be obſerved by 
the Churches in this Aſſociation on the firſt Wedneſday in 
November next, as uſual ; and that the Prayer-meeting be 

continued on the firſt Monday evening in each —_ in 


the enſuin 8 year. 


Not banda 3 any letters from the Charleſton | 
Aſſociation in America, it was agreed that Brother Mid- 
dleton ſhould addreſs a Letter to them in the name of this 
Aﬀſociation. 


This Aſſociation heartily approves of 7 be Particular Bap- 
tit Society for propagating the Goſpel amongſt the Heathen, in- 
ſtituted by the Norrbamptonſoire Aſſociation, and wer do all 
in its power to npurage 185 ſame. 


It was agreed that Brother Mites ſhould write the 
next Circular Letter, and that an anſwer to one of the fol- 
. lowing queſtions be recommended to him as the fubject 
of * 5 —— WS | 'P 


1. What are the beft evidences of 4 ps if Cod in 4 
Belie ur heart ? 


2 « What is the nature & Chriftian candor 4 


It was agreed that the next Aſſoeiation be held : at Sands 
OY in Kent ; on the firſt Tueſday and Wedneſday i in June, 
3 0 | | 5 B 2 | | Es | 


Z 

8 1704. Aceommodations at the Angel. Brethren Knott, and 
_ Humphrey to preach ; and, in caſe of failure, Brethren Vine, 
and Seekers: . 


The: Moderator n in prayer, and diſmiſſed the 
Aﬀembly, at five o'clock. 
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| biene, in behalf of the Aſſembly, by 
JOSEPH MIDDLETON, MopzRaToR. 


UT * 


ne. e IR CULAR LETTER. 


$ . 


Ber.oven BRETHREN, <4 
H ſubject propoſed at our laſt Annual Meeting to be 
3 treated 7 in our Letter to the Churches this year, 
u stens of TAE Tris. 


* k | 8 4 . 32 the 3 of which we judge bes 
projcble. 


We bal, therefore, tw ehquire, | 
2. What i is really the preſent ſtate of Things J 


2 What we may wee RP to * about of take 
| place? 


8 3. What are the ef pecial duties which are 3 in- 
| cumbent on the Churches and People of God __ 


We re equeſt your david and ſerious attention, whilſt | we 
5 oY 7 1 05 we N to be OY the . ſtate 5 


| | x 
5 ; 


and here, we & not mean Py enter on a diſcuſſion af the 
politicat ſtate of the world at large, or of theſe kingdoms i in 
particular: We apprehend that ſubje& to be-foreign to our 
-- buſineſs, and think, that eager diſcuſſion of ſubjects of that 
nature, injures, father than ſerves the intereſt of vital God- 
Uneſs. We ſhall, therefore, confine ourſelves to the Tate of 
| things with pee to real religion. N | 
ReſpeRting the world at lng A 3 part of it les i in the 

; mot grofs darkneſs; involved in Popery, Mahometaniſm, 
* without the = of Divine Revelation, and in 

8 a : __ thoſe. 


1 


HEE © 


- thoſe countries which are indulged with that light, and 
where the errors of the Church of Rome have been proteſted * 
againſt, even there Atheiſm, Infidelity, and the moſt groſs 
Profanity much prevail, Our own country is deeply in- 
volved in the general charge May the Lord revive his work 

in the midſt of the years! and give unto his Son the Heathen | 
for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt * of tha __ for 
his poſſeſſion ! | 


But, more particularly, with reſpect to the viſible churches ; 
of Chriſt. —On the one hand, we obſerve, that the Goſpel 
is extenſively preached, that the number of profeſſors is 
large, and that in the churches of our own denomination, 
the number of members has been, on the whole, for ſome 
years paſt, conſiderably on the increaſe : yet we cannot but 
ſay on the other, that we fear, that with reſpect to 
vital religion, it is but a day of ſmall things. We would, | 
brethren, notice to you ſome things, which * to us, 
to furniſh matter for lamentation and alarm, | 


"Fir, There has 1 and is a „ 3 
Fai Evangelical truth. Doctrines have been propagated, 
and by many received, derogatory to the ſovereignty of 
Divine Grace - to the dignity of the Perſon of Chriſt—to _ 
the efficacy of His death, as an atoning ſacrifice for ſin— 
to the work of the Holy Spirit, as the Sanctiſier of the 
clefi—and t to the intereſts of practical Godlineſs, 5 


We no 3 ſpecify—Sabelliaviem, or a denial 
of the diſtinct perſonality of the Sacred Three, in the One 
Divine Eſſence . this militates againſt the ſcriptural doctrine 
of a perſonal union of the divine and human natures in our 
Immanuel, is as derogatory to the real divinity of his 
Perſon as Socinianiſm itſelf, and &eikos 85. 9 root of 


hi fa n = 
s proper h The 


7 head. See Adds. xx. 23, 24. Heb. Xi. 36, wy 


. = RY | | | 78 
5 „„ 0 
| be Gctuide of bon erer Reforation, or he ultimate 
| 0 of all, even of thoſe who dying in impenitence and 
unbelief, go to Hell, and of the Devils themſelves a doc- 
trine contrary to the ſoverei gnty of Divine Grace in the ſal - 
vation of men to the” efficacy of the death of Chriſt—to 
the work of the Hol rit, attributing to the torments of 
Hell; that which could only be effected by Him; and de- 
ttimental to the intereſts of practical Godlineſs, as it en- 
courages light thoughts of fin, and tends to deſtroy that 
holy awe which the juſt 1 2 of eternal wrath are 


calculated to . i 
3 . 415 * SL £3 ? 


” The notion of believers being delivered 7 the law as a 
rule of moral conduct, is con trary, we apprehend, to the teſ- 
timony of God in his word, Rom. Xiit. 8, 9, 10. "Fas. i ji. 8. 
tending to pull down the certain and eternal ſtandard of 
right and wrong, and to encourage a practical diſregard” to 
holineſs, RON) which 1 no man Halt 12 the Lord, | 


1 


* 
wal 


| We would alſo notice: the notion of the innocence of mental 
error, which leads to an indifference for Divine Truth, | 
directly oppoffte to the ſcriptural exhortations of ſtanding 

falt in, and carneftly contending for the faith once ons 
to the Ssints. Theſe things, we think it proper to notice, a 
alarming 1 of a ee ee from: oy gn as it is 
* in (Rp | 5p ne 5 
8 3 we . that WEE] WT is 0 at a very wy 

ebb—what a fervent zeal for God, for truth, for holineſs, | 
and for Zion, has actuated, many of the ſervants of God, 
in times paſt—zealouſly affected in a good cauſe, bonds 
and impriſoments, yea death itſelf, moved them not. In- 
tent on their courſe, they have, with noble ardor prefſed | 
through all oppoſition, triumphing ſtill in their all ſuffcient 


3 
- ; 
RO 
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But 


„ 

But how little of this ſpirit is there to be ſeen now! 
Alas, a ftupid indifference and abominable luke-warmneſs, 
ſeem almoſt univerſally to prevail amongſt profeſſors. May 
the Lord deeply convince us of the evil, and revive our 

almoſt cxparing zeal ! 


Thirdly, We cannot but notice the lamentable want of 
brotherly love. 


This is, , by our Lord himſelf, ſpecified as the diſtin- 
guiſhing badge of real diſcipleſhip. By this ſhall men 
© know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love towards 
<< one another, agreeably with which, the beloved diſciple 
faith, ,** we know that we have paſſed from death unto life, 
« becauſe we love the brethren : he that loveth not his 
& brother, abideth in death, 1 Job. iii. 14. This abun- 
dantly prevailed in the Primitive Church. See Addi. ii. 41, 
to the end. But, alas, how little of this ſpirit is there in 
the preſent day ! What bickerings and backbifings ; what 


ungodly contentions and ftrife, and that frequently about - 


the verieſt trifles, diſorder and diſgrace many of the viſible 
"churches of Chriſt—Brethren, theſe things ought not to be 
ſo. Where envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and 
— 2 N evil „ James iii. 16. | 


|  Fourthly, The things already mentioned, have produced, 
and are producing many melancholy effects, ſuch as /oo/ening 
' the bonds of chriſtian fellowſhip, a negle# of facial prayer, a 
contempt of church diſcipline, and in many caſes, a negle2 of 
the public ordinances of the Lord of Zion, or flothfulne/5 in atten- 
dance thereon, The compaſs of our Letter will not permit 
us to enlarge on theſe evils, as we otherwiſe might. We. 
earneſtly beg that -you would ſeriouſly think of them— 
examine yourſelves with reſpe& to theſe things, and watch 
and pray for their removal, both in yourſelves and others. 


0 „ Fifthly, | 


= CJ 


Fifthly,. We think it our duty, to remark the prevalence 
of a finful conformity to the world in its vicious and vain 


5 5 courſes. Be not conformed to this world, ” is the injunc- 


tion of one Apoſtle. The friendſhip of the world, is 
« enmity with God; whoſoever, therefore, will be the 
« friend of the world, is the enemy of God,“ is the declara- 
tion of another. And our Lord himſelf, ſpeaking of his 
Diſciples, ſays, They are not of the world, even as I am 
not of the world.” But how little of this diſtinction 
is there apparent at preſent - what a conformity to the 
vain euſtoms and maxims of a wicked world! How obſcured 
is the'-glory of the preſent profeſſed churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt! God hath been pleaſed to indulge us with a period 
of temporal eaſe, in an exemption from violent perſecution ; 
and we, ungrateful wretches ! have grown full and forgot 
God; forgot too, our peculiar character as chriſtians, and 
RAVE ! into the N of the world! 1 | 2 
ſh. 

Lafily, \ We fear that a thee in bone notional nequaintance 
211 goſpel dotrines, and a mere formal attendance on the exter- 
nals of religion, do awfully prevail in many, who are perhaps 
on theſe accounts ſaying, * I am rich and increaſed with 
> * goods, 15 ben, alas! the very 1 8 is their real mw. 


Secondly, 11. theſe things are indeed fo, what 1 may we 
Oy expect will e ? 
FEE 
We would be far from limitiog the Holy One of Iirael, | 
and ſhould, we truſt; moſt heartily rejoice in the ſpeedy 
_ accompliſhment of the glorious. things ſpoken of the city 
of God. Yet we cannot but, in faithfulneſs, ſay, that we 
fear the preſent ſtate of the capes of Chriſt i is not ſuch 
as . good, or the each | 


Hare we nt exon to fear? + | ” 


13 


Firſt, 


5 ) 
PFirſt, A ſtill greater withdrawment of the preſence and Bl, 
fing of God from the ordinances of his houſe *—Have we not 
reaſon to lament the want of frequent, deep awakenings 
under the Word, and of comfortable melting ſeaſons in 
our religious Aſſemblies? We have under the influence of 
a ſlothful ſpirit, treated the Lord with ſhameful neglect; 
and have we juſt cauſe to wonder if he hath in meaſure with- 
drawn himſelf from us? Or to complain of him, if he 
ſhould withdraw himſelf further ſtill? If we ſhould expe- 
rience an awful fulfilment of that threatening, © They fhall 
« oo with their flocks and herds to ſeek the Lord: but 
6 they ſhall not find him, he hath withdrawn himſelf from 
0 's them. 5 Hejea v. 6. See alſo Song of Sol. v. 2. 6. 


| weir 7 4 e of vrdinances themſelver. 


The 3 manna hath been loathed by 8 
if a juſt God ſhould take it away, and ſend a famine in the 


land, * not a famine of bread, or a thirſt for water, but 


« of hearing the words of the Lord.” Amos, viii. 11, 12. 


He hath, thus dealt with other churches mentioned in his 


Word, where fimilar declenfions have a, rn can- 


dleſtick he hath removed out of its 8 Rev. ii. 55 K. 


Perhaps ſome of the prophetie parts of the Word of G0 
conſidered in connection with the above view of things, may 
f juſtly ſtrengthen our apprehenfions, It ſhould ſeem, that 

prior to the utter downfall of myſtical Babylon, (the 

Church of Rome) ſhe will yet recover her former ſplendor, 

ſſd as to fay, I fit a queen, and am no widow, and ſhall 
4 ſee no ſorrow.“ Rev. xviii. 17. And the prophecy of the 

death of the witneſſes, that is, Goſpel Miniſters, bearing 


teſtimony to the truth lying unburied for the ſpace of three 


years and an half, (in prophetic ſtile, three days and an half, 
| Rev. xi. 9.) does not appear to have been yet accompliſhed— 


_ if * the death of the witneſſes, or general ſilencing of _ 
= . C32 ä 


by 


(383 


| Goſpel Miniſters for the above ſpace of time, is an. event 
© that is yet to take place, and may be, perhaps, much nearer 


* than many think of. We do not take upon us, Brethren, 


to ſpeak deciſively on the ſubjet—nor is it our with to 
amuſe you, with curious conjectures, or alarm you with 
groundleſs fears but we ſeriouſly think, that the preſent ſtate 
of the churches, and diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
together with ſome parts of ſacred n B4 call for very 
Pole attention, | 3 


Thirdly, 7 he approach of ſome wwinnowing trying time 
which will. be made uſe of to ſeperate the chaff from the, 
| wheat—to make manifeſt: hypocrites, and to purge and 
enliven real Chriſtians! Sunk into a worldly ſpirit, and 
ſettled on the lees of formality as the generality of profeſ⸗- 
ſors are have we not reaſon to expect, that © the Lord will 
& ſearch our Jeruſalem with candles, and puniſh the men 
« that are ſettled on their lees, that ſay in their hearts, the 
cc Lord will not do good, neither will he do oF” * 


Zepb. i. 17 


We proceed, Thirdly, to hr * 28 we e to be 
the * aa the ſeaſon calls for, 


| 


And, Firſt, is deep humiliation 3 God. 


A confideratiog of. the unnumbered mercies we have en- 
joyedof the many means of ſpiritual improvement we have 
been indulged with; and of the long ſuffering goodneſs of 
God towards us: together with our ingratitude, forgetful- 
| neſs of God, and indolence reſpecting the beſt and moſt im- 
portant things, loudly call for this, Have we not reaſon, 
. with the deepeſt abaſement of ſoul to ſay, « But we are- all. 
* as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are as filthy . 
14 rags, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us 
ff 1 8 1 Va. iv. 6, Special revivals F religion, have | 
uſually 


* * 


(28:1 


uſually how preceded by ſeaſons of deep humiliation, . Jer. 
xxxi. 18, 21. Did we fee much of this ſpirit Fee 
we ſhould eſteem it a token for good. | 


Secondly, We would call your attention to our Lord's 
exhortation to the Church in Sardis, Rev. iii. 2, 3. Be xwatchs © 
& ful and firengthen the things which remain, which are ready 
& 70 die, for I have not found thy works perfect before God.“ 
The Sardian Church has been by able commentators con- 
fidered as deſcriptive of the ſtate of things in the church, 
from the reformation, down to the ſpiritual reign of Chriſt; 


2 near the end of that ſtate we probably are by us, therefore, 


the exhortation * be particularly regarded. 


„ Let us then, in the ſtrength ot the Pk ie he watchful” 
againſt error, againſt formality, againſt carnality, againſt 
wordly-mindedneſs; againſt, in ſhort, whatever is contrary 
to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel—the proſperity of Zion the 
peace and comfort of our own ſouls —or the declarative 
glory of the great head of the Church—and ſtrengthen the 
things which remain, which are ready to die; ſuch as a 
zealous attachment to truth—the lively exerciſe of grace, 
and a ſteady vigorous purſuit of practical godlineſs, Re- 
« membering how we have received and heard, and hold 
e faſt and repent,” Regarding with holy awe, the threaten- 
ing which follows, « Tf therefore thou fhalt not watch, I 
« will come upon thee as a thief in the night, and thou 
'$6 ſhalt not know what hour I wal come upon thee.” 


Laſtly, We earneſtly „ fervent and 1 
prayer. — ls there not reaſon to complain of the want of a 
ſpirit of prayer in the churches, and that, comparatively, 
i there is none that ſtirreth up himſelf to take hold of God ? 


Ila, iy. 7. 
May 


r 
* 3 


1 


{144}, 


a | May the Lord pour out upon his- churches, the ein 


of grace and ſupplication! He heareth prayer the fulſil- 
ment of Divine Promiſes reſpecting the proſperity of Zion, 


is connected with prayer. Thus faith the Lord God, + 
will yet be enquired of by the houſe of Iſrael to do it for 
- * them: I will enereaſe them with men as a flock,” Exil. 
xXXXVi. 37. Brethren, let us be frequent and fervent in private 


prayer. Diligent in our attendance alſo on ſocial and public 


ws prayer, © not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 


<« as the manner of ſome is, —at all times, let us earneſtly re- 


member Zion, praying for the peace of Jeruſalem, and the proſ- 
| perity of thoſe that love her. We have encouragement to pray 
in hope—our God hath never ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, 


ſeek ye my face in vain—and however low we may be fallen, 
or dark preſent proſpects may be, yet Divine Promiſes ſhall | 
certainly, i in due time, be fulfilled. © For thus faith the 
« Lord, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
« glory of the Gentiles as a flowing fiream : then ſhall 
« ye ſuck, ye ſhall be borne upon her fides, and dandled 


e upon her knees.“ 1a. Ixvi. 12. May the Lord grant a 


ſpeedy accompliſhment of this and fimilar promiſes, for 


the glory of his name, and the comfort of his Ig 


+: people! | 


| Brethren, we © commend you to God, and to the word of 

his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 

inheritance among all them that are ſanctiſied! 3 

| N 
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